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ANNUAL WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM

Water iSanagement ̂ roĝ aaa susimarizies last year's water receipts, distribu-
tion and marsh conditions attributed to the water supply, l̂ rom the ©©©perati
snow survey data of the eastern slopes of the Sierra Hevada j&fcnantalas, the
current water supply outlook is presented, along with a plan of unit manage-
went for optimum use of the anticipated water supply.

Nummary * tfeter Conditions Baring Calendar Year 1972

in the ilerra $evada Bgountains was above normal early in the year,
but stresanflow later was only 60~75$ of average. Excellent reservoir storage
offset deficiencies, so farja irrigation needs were met. At the end of 1972,
jkahontan Eeservoir storage was 13̂ 6 of normal.

again spilled into the Carson link from the Humboldt sink. Over half
of the Carson fink was f loagted, cowing close to the pelican Island Bi&e,
Jty mid-suffister, the Carson Sink was dry.

the irrigation season, Bme&ee-Garson Irrigation Eistriet used
383,000 acre feet of water. Jaarmers began irrigating at the start of the
season, March l$th, for soils were very dry. !Ch« JlanageiBent Area received
little water early in the spring.

!£he suaaner was hot and dry, with high evaporation and transpiration losses
in the marsh. Hater flows in the irrigation district were managed m©;re
JudlclousOy this year, resulting in suiail flows to Stlllwateaf llldlif e
Ifetnageaient Area.

Exceptionally large araounts of precipitation fell during September and October
so no irrigation was necessary for the rest of the season. In the past)
releases into the canals would have continued, ending up in the Management
Area, But lErucfcee-Carson Irrigation District closed town releases
liahontan Dam to reduce theiar total water use for the season.

Ifenagement Area's net annual receipt totaled about 65,000 acre feet.
Even with the low water receipts , about 1,500 acre feet had to be dumped
into the brush because of insufficient storage in Indian Lakes. About
of £ahontan Heservoir releases entered the Uanajgement Area.

Approatimately 16,100 acres of 3»ar:sh and open water were in product ion. Con
ditions rated between fair and good. With smaller water receipts, salinity
was above desirable levels in most units which decreased plant production.
Ho units produced except icma*Uy well,*



Upper f©xtail> last Alkali flat $&, Sivisi©n Itond and felican Island area
were dry most of the year, fwan kates received no water this year, and it
was try by feptemher. "Water had to be stopped to HlHow-ISlllea during the
suHBuer and its level dropped* Other -units! were maintained near g^&mti&g
levels, with slight drops in sufflmer months, ihtre fosslblej units were raised
fO3r the hunting season.

April Water iupply Outlook f or Hevaday ^blisheg by the Boil Gfonse-rva-
tion Bistrlfct, forecasts the Carson liver at fort Ohurobill to flow 2§$ above
average from j^rll- July, inowpa&k in the liake *l?sh©e drainage is lgl$
nora&l. On April 1, lihontan Begertolr storagii was ^63,000 acre feet,
t© the average of 217, OCX) acre

Irrigation Bistrict's "wmter alloeatlom for th« 1973 irrigation
season is 350,000 acre feet. With the wet spring, canals trere not filled
tintll Ji$ril 1st, so gtlllwater Wildlife Management Area revived little iratter
early .this year, lot, dry weather emu be antiai|>ated this siaBssiea* mmd fall,
3!ruel£ee-Oarson Irrigation Bistricit ̂ ^ll eontiniae to ii^prove its -wmte^ lysliver
operation. Based on these assiamptlons, ^ater receipt s to the Maaag^aent Area
are eaqpeeted t© be similar to last year's.

Anntml net water receipts to iftHlmter tifllCLif e Management Area is l*oa?«seen
to >e abotat 60,000 acre

plans for this year's water operation are based around 60>00Q aere feet
the following page the table s-uamartfc&js the wa^sh tanits that

Qf war ah habitat a&n be sKaintained for »©st ©f
the year. "Em* pastures should be irrigated at least tviae to preserve them

"use for this total aereage scmountis to 6l?£00 sere fe@t>

late stmnner, the levels of s»?st lanits will drop, îe degree to
will be maintained a"t operating levels ^rill depend Bpcsn vater

last AUsali Flat #1 iraus a foot belo'sr operating letel on J^pril 1, It
be filled early in Iflay, Willow^J^Lllen ILakes were filled early in the year,
hist inflows will be stopped in June or July so that better |a?©diaaimg -anit s
can be naaintalned. If water receipts become less than antlai;g*ated/ 0attail
and Mvision |>ond will be drawn down, itlllmter foint Eeservoir will not
be maintained as a habitat unit, but solely as a storage facility. Its
level will be allowed to fluctuate and will frobably be very low by October.



Stillwsdser Point leservdiy

ypxtall lake

3D>ry Lake 550 2,100

Cattail Lake 200 700

Division |>ond 50 200

Bast Alkali flat #L 500 2,300

Goose Lake 1,000 4,100

Swan Lake Check 300 1,200

flutgrass Unit 3,375 13,100

Pintail Bay 1,500 6,000

0?ale Lake 1>025 4,500

Lead Lake 1,025 4,100

Willow-Mlllen Lakes! 2,200 5,000

m&Lan Lakeg 7^5 3,400

Pelican Island 400 3,000

15,225 60,1©©

fotal 630 1,100



Pelican Island will receive an estimated 3,00© acre feet that can be used
beneficially. Ẑ&is water Gomes sporadically during the months* so at times
iaore than ̂ 00 acres are flooded. It is estimated about kOO acres of habitat
would "be maintained »ost &£ the year. It should be |>©intet out that ajost of
this water going to feiiGan Island is ttaintentional, and all the wateaf
possible should be diverfced at ©agouspe Ifea to Indian

Baits that will be e©Br|»letely eliminated this year include TJpfer
!te®head Pond, Bast AUcali Flat ̂  and iwan Lake which total about
acres .
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